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N ick Sunderland is the creative director of interior 
design company NS Interiors, which he co-founded 
with building director Graham Kettle a decade ago. 

Inspired by the world of interior design he said his 
motivation was always to deliver the best possible 
product to his clients, which have included barristers, 
bankers and young couples.

His current projects include a three-bed house in 
Mudchute for a client currently based in Abu-Dabi and a 
two-bed flat in Docklands. 

He said: “Our designs have to adapt as we go along 
and we learn all the time as we build relationships with 
our clients.” 

His piece de resistance was working for over two years 
on a three-storey property in West Kensington for a 
client living in Chicago. 

He said: “This was a unique project with everything 
individually designed to fit the space. For example, the 
table legs were designed in the initials of the owner. The 

client handed it over to us and gave us completely free 
rein, which was a fantastic creative challenge. 

“The kitchen budget alone was £100,000. We had to 
go in and take the property back to its roots. 

“We built a loft and extended the kitchen into the 
garden. We dug out a huge basement the length and 
width of the property to house a cinema and gym and 
increased the actual living space three times, which 
added £500,000 to the price.”

Nick developed such a good relationship with his 
West Kensington client they are now investing in his 
just-launched property development company Edward 
Sunderland. 

“Clients will not only be able to buy a bespoke 
property but we will be able to design its interior in their 
own hallmark style as part of the package,” said Nick. 

“As a professional designer, I like to work closely with 
clients and advise them on every step of the way. What 
they think they want might not always be the best for 
them or the most practical. So we often need to explain 
our case.”

Nick has worked for some prestigious clients including 
properties in Dubai, Pakistan and Manhattan belonging 
to the late, former Pakistani president Benazir Bhutto. 

He said: “She was a very 
generous person and a lovely 
friend. She really respected our 
advice.”

He has also advised at Downing 
Street and executed interior 
designs for clients including Kate 
Moss and Boy George, as well as 
Lord and Lady Archer.

Nick refrains from using the 
word “trend” when describing 
interior design fashions.

He said: “They all too often 
become mainstream and before you know it, are 
available in some form on any high street. 

“I recently gave some talks at showcase, Grand 
Designs Live, at the Excel centre about the importance of 
using an architect alongside an interior designer and the 
importance of knowing your budget. 

“Architects do the basic shell, which can lack heart and 
soul, but an interior designer makes a home become part 
of a person.

“We have to rein in clients all the time who say money 
is no object, because they can sometimes overspend and 
get no return. At the show I noticed kitchens were very 
loud with bright designs. 

“But it is better to have a solid neutral design which is 
long-lasting. Anything fitted is worth spending money 
on so it lasts. Then clients can add accessories with the 
changing times, which are affordable and dispensable. 

“I make sure each home is unique to my clients. I want 
to achieve for them the home they have always wanted. 

“With clothes, you can buy a lot of things in a cheap 
shop that soon fall apart or spend more money on 
quality clothes which last for years. It’s the same with 
interior design.”
Go to nsinteriors.com.

The man who’s done interiors 
for Benazir Bhutto and advised 
at No 10 tells Yvonne Gordon 
why he doesn’t like trends
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“I like to 
work 
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with 
clients 

Nick Sunderland, above, aims to deliver the best possible product 
to his clients. Top, left and below, examples of his work


